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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (canceled) 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (canceled) 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) A method of performing cardiac 
ablation comprising: 

(a) providing an ablation device in a chamber of the 
heart of a mammalian subject such that the device is in an 
operative configuration having opposite proximal and distal 
directions, with a distal side of the device facing 
substantially in the distal direction toward a region of the 
wall of the chamber cardiac atructurc to be ablated; and 

(b) while the ablation device is in said operative 
configuration, injecting a contrast medium into the subject on 
the distal side of said ablation device and obtaining one or 
more images depicting the contrast medium in at least a portion 
of the cardiac — otruaturG chamber so as to visualize the position 
of the ablation device relative to the cardiac otruGturo chamber ; 
and 

(c) ablating the region of the wall of the chamber 
using the ablation device . 

8 . (canceled) 

9. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 7 
wherein said contrast medium is an x-ray contrast medium and 
said step of obtaining said images is performed by x-ray 
imaging. 

10. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 7 
wherein said chamber of the heart is the left atrium and wherein 
said steps of injecting contrast medium and obtaining images are 



2 



Application No. : 10/783,310 



Docket No.: TRANS 3.0-055 



performed so that said images show contrast medium in the atrium 
and in at least one pulmonary vein. 



11 . 


(canceled) 


12 . 


(canceled) 


13 . 


(canceled) 


14 . 


(canceled) 


15 . 


(canceled) 


16 . 


(canceled) 


17 . 


(canceled) 


18 . 


(canceled) 


19 . 


(canceled) 


20 . 


(canceled) 


21. 


(canceled) 


22 . 


(canceled) 


23 . 


(canceled) 


24 . 


(canceled) 


25 . 


(canceled) 


26 . 


(canceled) 


27 . 


(canceled) 


28 . 


(canceled) 


29. 


(canceled) 


30 . 


(canceled) 


31. 


(canceled) 


32 . 


(canceled) 


33 . 


(canceled) 


34 . 


(canceled) 


35. 


(canceled) 


36. 


(canceled) 


37. 


(canceled) 


38. 


(canceled) 


39 . 


(canceled) 


40. 


(canceled) 


41. 


(canceled) 



Application No. : 10/783,310 



Docket No.: TRANS 3.0-055 



42 , 


(canceled) 


43 . 


(canceled) 


44 . 


(canceled) 


45. 


(canceled) 


46. 


(canceled) 


47 . 


(canceled) 


48. 


(canceled) 


49. 


(canceled) 


50. 


(canceled) 


51 . 


(canceled) 


52. 


(canceled) 


53 . 


(canceled) 


54 . 


(canceled) 


55. 


(canceled) 


56 . 


(canceled) 


57 . 


(canceled) 


58. 


(canceled) 


59. 


(canceled) 


60 . 


(canceled) 


61 . 


(canceled) 


62. 


(canceled) 


63 . 


(canceled) 


64 . 


(canceled) 


65. 


(canceled) 


66 . 


(canceled) 


67 . 


(canceled) 


68- 


(canceled) 


69 . 


(canceled) 


70 . 


(canceled) 


71 . 


(canceled) 


72 . 


(canceled) 


73 . 


(canceled) 


74 . 


(canceled) 



Application No. : 10/783,310 



Docket No.: TRANS 3.0-055 



75. (canceled) 

76. (canceled) 

77. (canceled) 

78. (canceled) 

79. (canceled) 

80. (canceled) 

81. (canceled) 

82. (canceled) 

83. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 10 
wherein the step of injecting contrast medium into the subject 
includes injecting the medium so that the medium advances 
forwardly into at least one pulmonary vein and the medium is 
carried by blood flow back toward the ostium of the vein and 
into said chamber around said ablation device . 

84. ( currently amended ) A method as claimed in claim jrG83 
further comprising the step of maintaining the ablation device 
abutting the heart wall in the vicinity of a pulmonary vein 
ostium during the step of injecting the contrast medium. 

85. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 84 
wherein the step of acquiring images includes acquiring one or 
more images while the ablation device abuts the heart wall . 

86. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 84 
further comprising the step of retracting the ablation device 
away from the heart wall after injecting the contrast medium. 

87. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 86 
wherein the step of obtaining images includes obtaining one or 
more images after retracting the ablation device. 

88. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 10 
wherein the method is performed without forcibly engaging a 
structure with the wall of the pulmonary vein. 

89. (new) A method as claimed in claim 10 wherein the step 
of providing the device in an operative condition includes 
inflating at least one balloon within the chamber of the heart 
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and the step of introducing contrast medium is performed so that 
the contrast medium is disposed outside of the at least one 
balloon, 

90. (new) A method as claimed in claim 89 wherein the 
device in its operative condition has a central axis extending 
in the proximal and distal directions, and the step of 
introducing the contrast medium includes introducing the 
contrast medium through a port in a wall of the balloon adjacent 
the axis of the device, 

91. (new) A method as claimed in claim 89 wherein the 
device in its operative condition has a central axis extending 
in the proximal and distal directions, and the step of 
introducing the contrast medium includes introducing the 
contrast medium through an outlet port of a tubular stylet 
communicating with the chamber of the heart adjacent the axis of 
the device , 

92. (new) A method as claimed in claim 10 wherein the step 
of injecting contrast medium is performed so that the contrast 
medium is injected only on the distal side of the device. 



